September 2011
The Monticello Witness   …and you shall be my witness

Monticello First United Methodist Church

651 College Street, (706) 468-6118

montfumc@bellsouth.net    www.monticellofirstumc.com

Dr. John Brown, Pastor

Day of Envisioning

In every local church the same questions are still critically important. We have to ask, “Who do people in the community say we are as a church?” and “Who do we, as the leaders, say we are as a congregation?”

No congregation can be all things to all people. In fact, when churches try to offer too many ministry options, the overall quality of ministry is lessened. The leaders of a congregation must wrestle with the question of   “What calling has God given our congregation at this time?” along with asking “What strengths do we have in our membership to fulfill this calling?” in addition to asking “How can we be excellent in focusing on the areas of ministry God has called us to, and develop a clear ministry identity?

Proactive Ministries has been established as non-profit foundation and was founded in 1993 by the Rev. Jim W. Hollis, a United Methodist Ordained Elder, serving as a General Evangelist. Proactive Ministries has consulted and provided training for 800+ congregations in 38 states, 42 Annual Conferences and 8 denominations.

On Wednesday September 7, the staff of Proactive Ministries will visit our congregation for a Day of Envisioning as they look at our church and its possibilities.  The staff will have lunch with our leadership at noon and tour our community and then meet with our congregation that evening.  Everyone is encouraged to attend our fellowship meal that evening at 6:00 with our program beginning at 6:30.  Our work that evening should be done by 8:30.  Tom and Nita Tillman will provide the meal that evening and a nursery will be provided.  Please plan to attend and more importantly be prepared to be involved in our meeting and discussion that evening.  I hope to see you there.

Grace and peace,

John

September Helpers

Acolytes

September 4 – Ryn Smith and Sydney Davis

September 11 – Jordan Camp and Zoe Arena

September 18 – Cole Usry and Ian Boyd

September 25 – Ryn Smith and Sydney Davis
Children’s Story
September 4 – Margaret Watson

September 11 – Charlotte Crawley

September 18 – John Brown

September 25 – AmyWade

____________________________________________________________
Refreshments 
September 4 – Corbitt and Donna Kelly

September 11 – Don and Gail Parrott

September 18 – Tony and Lynne Tanner

September 25 – Keith and Gena Smith

____________________________________________________________

Flower Calendar
September 4 – Ms. Carole Tyler and Family

September 11 – Ms. Ruth Jones and Ms. Jane Foster

September 18 – Don and Louise Kelly

September 25 – Monticello First UMC
____________________________________________________________
Please note:  U.M.M. Chicken-Q coming in October

Sunday Prayer Service

If you have a need and would like it lifted up in prayer during our 9:30 prayer service on Sunday morning please e-mail or call the church office.   Also, if you’ve never joined in on this special time of prayer please come join us at 9:30 each Sunday morning.  It is a great way to start the day in God’s House!

Church Envisioning

Proactive Ministries is a teaching and training ministry led by the Reverend Jim Hollis.  This ministry is non-profit organization that works with churches to develop a shared unified spiritual vision.  They also seek to lead churches in developing life-transforming ministries uniquely designed for their congregation based on the church’s mission, purpose and calling from God while enabling the church to realize its full ministry potential. On Wednesday evening September 7, (the Wednesday after Labor Day) a team from Proactive Ministries will visit our church for an evening of envisioning.  Following our meal at 6:00 the team will meet with our congregation to discover what is possible for our church.  Please mark this date on your calendars and be with us on September 7 for a very important night in the life of our church.

Notice to Church Members

If you are a church member and you have not received your commemorative church plate, please ask any UMW member or stop by the church office to receive yours.  The office is open Monday-Thursday from 8:00am to 1:00pm
Remembering September 11

The city is planning a community wide ceremony in remembrance of September 11.  It will be Sunday evening, September 11 at 7:30pm on the Monticello Square.  It will be a candlelight ceremony and there will also be a short program.  Our 11:00am worship service on this day will also be dedicated to remembering the tragedy on September 11th and also serve as a time to remember those who lost their lives on that day.   
After School Program

There are registration forms and volunteer forms located outside the church office.

Our Faithfulness in Giving and Attendance

	
	Sunday School
	Worship
	Budget
	Designated

	August 7
	54
	110
	8,471.06
	13,191.00

	August 14
	61
	107
	4,415.00
	630.00

	August 21
	71
	115
	6,318.50
	660.00

	August 28
	62
	110
	1,552.26
	1,120.00


In Honor of
Tony and Lynne Tanner:  Lena Lane
Harper, Wes and Mandi Tanner:  Lena Lane
Larry Pearson:  Jessie McWhorter, Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Jordan

Lena Lane:  Mr. and Mrs. Billy Ozburn, Penny Vaughn, Mr. and Mrs. Tony Tanner
________________________________________________________________________
In Memory of

David Ellis:  Jessie McWhorter
Shirley Davis:  Kathryn Benton
Donna Mitchem:  Lee Parrott, Kathryn Benton
_______________________________________________________________

Ushers

September 4 – Lamar Crawley, Hugh Brock, Malone Cunard, Tom Watson

September 11 – Mr. and Mrs. Tom Tucker, Mr. and Mrs. Terry Prather

September 18 – Cindy Smith, Louise Kelly, Elizabeth Davis, Donna Kelly

September 25 – Danny Camp, Tom Tillman, Andrew Boyd, Matt Wade

Congratulations!

Wes and Mandi Tanner announce the birth of their son, Harper Tanner.  Harper was born on Wednesday, September 24th at 4:31pm.  He weighed 7lbs. and 14oz.  Tony and Lynne Tanner are the proud grandparents.
Prayer Breakfast

All middle/high school youth are invited to attend the Youth Prayer Breakfast to enjoy breakfast and a short devotional by a speaker from our community.  It will begin on Sept. 9th at 7:15am.  This year we will meet at Monticello Presbyterian where breakfast will be served and transportation to schools will be provided by adult drivers.  Come and join our faith community!
_____________________________________________________________

Children’s Church
September 4 – Danny and Skye Camp

September 11 – Becky and Lena Boyd

September 18 – Eric and Suzanne Arena

September 25 – Tom and Nita Tillman
Nursery

September 4 – Mandie Behling
September 11 – Amy Wade and Morgan Tillman
September 18 – Elizabeth Davis
September 25 – Louise Kelly and Emmi Wade

Football Schedules:

Piedmont Academy (all games at 7:30pm)

	9-2
	Griffin Christian
	Griffin

	9-9
	Briarwood/Homecoming
	Home

	9-23
	Westminster of Augusta
	Augusta

	9-30
	Central Fellowship

(CFCA will be the home team)
	Home

	10-7
	Edmund Burke
	Home

	10-21
	Robert Toombs
	Lyons

	10-28
	Brentwood/Senior Night
	Home

	11-4
	Gateswood
	Eatonton


Jasper County High School (all games at 7:30pm)

	9-2
	Jackson High School
	 Jackson

	9-9
	Morgan County
	Home

	9-23
	Pike County
	Home

	9-30
	Northeast High 
	Macon

	10-7
	Southeast High 
	Home

	10-14
	Putnam County
	Putnam

	10-21
	Greene County/Senior Night
	Home

	10-28
	Crawford County
	Crawford

	11-4
	Lamar County
	Lamar


September Church Activities Calendar
Monday, September 5 – Labor Day/ Office Closed

Tuesday, September 6 – Girl Scout Sign-up Night from 5:30 to 8:00pm

Wednesday, September 7 – Day of Envisioning

Wednesday, September 7 – After School Program from 3:00 to 5:00pm

Wednesday, September 7 – Choir practice at 6:00pm

Thursday, September 8 – Kiwanis meeting at 12:00pm

Thursday, September 8 – Girl Scout Leader meeting at 7:00pm

Sunday, September 11 – U.M.M. Breakfast at 8:00am

Monday, September 12 – Project Linus meets at 10:00am

Monday, September 12 – Church Council meeting at 7:00pm

Tuesday, September 13 – JOY Group luncheon at 12:00pm

Tuesday, September 13 – Girl Scout meeting from 6:30 to 8:00pm

Wednesday, September 14 – After School Program from 3:00 to 5:00pm

Wednesday, September 14 – Choir practice at 6:00pm

Wednesday, September 21 – After School Program from 3:00 to 5:00pm

Wednesday, September 21 – Choir practice at 6:00pm

Wednesday, September 21 – Family Night Supper at 6:30pm

Thursday, September 22 – Kiwanis meeting at 12:00pm

Monday, September 26 – Project Linus meets at 10:00am

Tuesday, September 27 – Care Corps meeting at 10:00am

Tuesday, September 27 – Girl Scout meeting at 6:30pm

Wednesday, September 28 – After School from 3:00 to 5:00pm

Wed., September 28 – Choir practice at 6:00pm
Church Directories

Please pick up a Church Directory for your family.  They are located right outside the church office.

_____________________________________________________________
Christian Sympathy

We extend sympathy to the family of David Ellis.  David passed away on Saturday, August 27, 2011.  David is the husband of Dorothy Ellis.

________________________________________________________________________

Food Pantry

There are two baskets located outside the church office for food pantry items, along with a list of specific items needed.  These items directly help needy families in our community.  Thank you.

________________________________________________________________________
Youth Snack Suppers

Volunteers are needed to host a snack supper for our youth on Sundays at 6:00pm.  A sign up sheet is posted on the bulletin board outside the nursery.  You can either host at your home or at the church.  Thank you for your support of our youth!

________________________________________________________________________
September Youth Schedule
Sunday, September 4 – Youth meet at 5:00pm

Sunday, September 11 – Youth meet at 5:00pm

Sunday, September 18 – Youth meet at 5:00pm

Sunday, September 25 – Youth meet at 5:00pm

Sunday, September 25 – Snack supper provided by Diane Redd at the church at 6:00pm

September Anniversaries
12.
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Roberts

10.
Mr. & Mrs. James Harrell

15.     Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Cullum

September Birthdays

1.
Dorothy Kelly

2.
Becky Felts


Ed Williams

3.
Sharon Pennebaker

6.
Tom Maletz

            Mandi Tanner

7.
Samantha Ramsdell

            Ian Boyd

8.         Rachel Maletz

10.
John A. Robinson, Jr.

11.       Banks Benton

13.
Susan Stephens


Jordan Camp

            Caven Usry

14.
Mildred Allen


Preston Tyler

15.
Billie Harrell

18.
Lynne Tanner

19.
Trisha Yearwood


Mary Jim Ozburn

            Kay Isbell

20.
Stephen Cargile

22.
Mandie Behling

27.
Stacey Bell

________________________________________________________________________

United Methodist Men
The U.M.M. will meet on Sunday, September 11th at 8:00am for their Breakfast meeting.  The Diners Choice Team will prepare the meal.  Please feel free to bring a friend, new member of our church or a member of the youth.  Breakfast will be $4 for U.M.M. members and free for guests.

_____________________________________________________________
