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Letter from our Pastor
Dear friends,
In preparing this letter for you, I’m anticipating many exciting events this spring: longer days, warmer
weather, preparations for Holy Week and the Easter Sunrise Service, redoing the paint on the exterior walls
of the church building, not to mention various deadlines for assignments and scholarships (yay seminary!).
I imagine there might be other events on the horizon that spark interest or bring you hope, whether it’s
getting the vaccine for the coronavirus or a loved one’s birthday.
Another event approaching is March 13, the one-year mark of the “new normal” that has been put into
place because of the pandemic. For some, it has been nearly intolerable; others have found ways to thrive;
others endure patiently.
The phrase “patient endurance” has become stuck in my brain. I read it several times, weeks ago, in the
beginning of a class I am taking this semester on interpreting the book of Revelation. In the beginning
chapters of Revelation, John writes letters to seven churches in Asia Minor, wherein Jesus Christ praises
these churches for what they do well and tells them what they need to repent of. The most common praise
that Jesus Christ gives these churches is for “patient endurance,” “holding fast,” and “keeping [the name of
Jesus].” Although holding on is hard, Jesus is holding on with us. And Jesus sees when we continue to
persevere, and when we need to kick things back into gear after a break.
The pandemic knocked us off our feet for a minute, and there are still some creative challenges to overcome.
But still, I am hopeful and encouraged by many in this congregation who still faithfully tell the story of Jesus
through their words and actions. I am thankful and inspired by those who proclaim faith in the midst of
hardship; those who serve by writing cards, handing out food, and continually give; those who willingly
shelter-in-place to keep vulnerable people from getting sick; those who teach and encourage children in
their studies and personal growth; those who continue to respond and face the unknown each day, no
matter what.
Let us continue to patiently endure in the name of Jesus Christ, and place our hope in the resurrection and
the life to come.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Kara

Easter Sunrise Service
will be held on the lawn at Monticello First UMC on Sunday, April 4 at 7:30 a.m.!
Bring lawn chairs and blankets. Special music and worship for this community event;
everyone welcome! The Monticello-Jasper Chamber of Commerce will provide a live
feed from their Facebook page. Details to follow in the bulletin and weekly emails.

Sermon Scriptures March/April
March 7
March 14

Romans 3:23-24; Luke 19:1-10
Philippians 2:5-11;
Romans 8:31-39

March 21

Luke 10:38-42

Scriptures that will be read in Sunday

March 28

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

April 4

Mark 16:1-8

morning worship. The Pastor's Bible Study is

April 11

1 John 1:1-2:2

April 18

1 John 3:1-7

April 25

1 John 3:16-34

Each Wednesday, 5:00 – 5:45 PM
Pastor Kara will host a weekly study of the

a place to ask questions, make connections,
and go deeper in the Scripture. Contact
Pastor Kara if you have any questions.

Scout Troop #331 presented flags on Scout
Sunday at Monticello First UMC to celebrate
graduation from Cub Scouts to Boy Scouts. Mike
Steele, scoutmaster, said, "We would like to form
a female BSA troop, we just need at least 5 girls to
do so. They get to camp, build fires, tie knots,
rappel, and canoe.” If interested, contact Angie
Steele at 706-816-9789. Troop #331 meets
Tuesdays at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Pictured left to right, first row: Kaylee Slocumb,
Brandon Zawlocki, Jaden Wocjik; 2nd row: Carson
Crotts, Krista Steele; 3rd row: Melissa Slocumb,
Angie Steele, Mike Steele, Tyler Zawlocki
ROOF UPDATE:
Have you noticed the trucks parked at the
church lately? We are in process of getting
a new roof with all leaks fixed! Please excuse
our mess!

If you would be interested in joining a
special choir for Palm Sunday and Easter
Sunday, please contact our Choirmaster
Joneen Padgett at 770-539-2682. We will
follow social distancing in rehearsal and
performance. Let’s make a joyful noise!

Financial Update
Sam Kelly, Financial Secretary
Below is a year-end summary of our financials.
We ended the year on solid financial footing and
are in good shape.
Description

2020 Year-End

General Fund Contributions

$133,190

Trustee Contributions

$53,376

Designated Contribution

$1090.00

Operating Expenses

$137,457

Worship in person every Sunday
or join us on Facebook live at 11:00 am!
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The next Red Cross Blood Drive is Wednesday, March 31st in the Fellowship Hall. 2:00 – 7:00 pm.
We had a record 33 donations at the January Drive.
______________________________

The combined Youth House Meetings of the Methodist and Presbyterian churches are each Sunday at the
Youth House from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. The Youth will have a lock-in, details to come. For questions please
contact Asheigh Kelly, Youth Director, ashleighke@aol.com.
______________________________

Leadership Council Meetings are held each month and all members are welcome to attend. Check the church
calendar online and Sunday bulletins for details.
______________________________

Water Donations for Texas through March 14th – The Monticello community is collecting donations of bottled
water to help people in Texas who have been adversely affected by the extreme weather. You can drop off
donations at Monticello Baptist Church, Springfield Missionary Baptist Church, or the Chamber of Commerce.
______________________________

The Church at Monticello is searching for a Director of their outreach ministry; SunRise Gifts and Thrift Store at
428 Venture Court, Monticello. Inquiries may be sent to: tcamonticello@bellsouth.net

March Birthdays:
2 Tracy Wood
5 Jeff Greeson
14 Sharon Aiken
17 Johnny Strother
20 Ryn Smith
21 Jessica Howe
26 Cliff Padgett
March Anniversaries:
13 Phyllis & Willard
Lawrence
27 Tom & Nita Tillman

April Birthdays:
14 Jeff Howe
17 Nancy Brock
22 Andrew Boyd
23 Payton Camp
30 Skye Camp

April Anniversaries:
3 Tony & Lynne Tanner
13 Max & Tracy Wood
26 Mr. & Mrs Tony Lewis

For corrections, additions, deletions to the Birthdays and
Anniversary lists, please contact the church office
706-468-1118 and leave a message.

Every third Thursday is Mobile Day
at the Jasper County Community
Food Bank, open to all our friends
and neighbors in Jasper County.
Hours are 1:00 to 4:30 pm on Mobile
Thursday. Volunteers will distribute
food boxes to each car. Several
hundred are fed each Mobile Day.
Volunteers are always needed. The
lines just keep getting longer!
Volunteers begin at 9:00 am to fill
boxes.
Other Thursdays, hours are 9:30 am
to 1:00 pm. If interested in
volunteering, call 706-468-6076 and
leave your name and number.
Pick up UPPER ROOMS for March–
April at the office, Tuesdays and
Fridays from 9:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Please call the office and leave a
message if you need assistance.

